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384 THE NORTH AMERICAN REVIEW. 

"O Lord, lay not innocent blood to our charge ; but bring the guilty speedily to pun- 
ishment." Afterward, when the assassin lay at my feet, a wounded man, and I saw 
the bullet had taken effect about an inch back of the ear, and I remembered that Mr. 
Lincoln was wounded about that part of the head, I said: " What a God we serve! 
I little thought, when I offered that prayer a week ago, that it would be answered in 
this way." 

Boston Corbett, 

Late Serg't Co. L, 16th N. Y. Cavalry. 
Written at Topeka, Kansas, January 19, 1887. 

V. 
AN EMERGENCY THAT DEMANDS A WORD. 

I PTND myself in hearty accord with the writer who recently suggested in The 
North American Review that there should be an American Academy of Lan- 
guage established for the purpose of determining that the growth of the English 
language in America shall proceed along scientific lines and with a scientific basis. 
The language is bound to grow. As 

" New occasions teach new duties," 

so new objects, new ideas, new inventions, demand new words. Shall these things 
be left to whim, or chance, or the happy-go-lucky choosing of an inventor who has 
no true conception of the way in which words ought to be formed or selected? It 
would seem that there are enough monstrosities in the language already, and that 
the time has come for more rational action in the future. The establishing of an 
Academy of Language, in which all the colleges and higher educational institu- 
tions, and all the learned societies, should have representatives, would undoubtedly 
be a wise and conservative movement. Its authority would speedily vindicate 
itself. In all probability the newspapers, which are mainly instrumental in giving 
currency to words, would gladly accept the decisions of this tribunal and consent to 
employ in their columns no words that had not received the stamp of official 
approval. 

I am led to these reflections by the necessity which has arisen for some word 
to express the process by which a convict will be killed when he is executed by 
the new law in New York State, which provides for the use of electricity as a sub- 
stitute for the hangman's noose. The word "execution," by a process of restric- 
tion which is common in language, has come to mean simply hanging. Strictly 
speaking, of course, it is the law which is executed, not the man, and there are 
some purists who still insist that this is the only proper use of the word. So under 
the new method we shall still speak of execution when the murderer is— what t 
That is the question. Here, if the Academy of Language were in existence, would be 
a splendid opportunity for it to rise to the occasion and meet this— not long-felt, 
but— pressing want. Various " words " have been invented by various newspaper 
writers to fit the present case, but none of them seems to " fill the bill " exactly. 
Of all the suggestions, the palm for barbarism that is absolutely soul-harrowing 
must be assigned to " electrocution," with its companions in misery, " electrocute " 
and " electrocuted." May some good angel intervene and save the English- Ameri- 
can language from such a blight I This emergency ought to arouse our people gen- 
erally to the need that undeniably exists for some unquestioned authority which 
might be looked to in cases of this sort for a decision at once wise, rational, and 
common-sensible. Whether the proposed method of " execution " is a success or 
not, there will be not a little gained if the want of a word to designate the opera- 
tion should lead to the establishment of such an institution as the writer referred 
to in my opening sentence would like to see established. At all events, I am very 
glad to second his motion with great heartiness, and with a profound and growing 
conviction that the need of prudent and sagacious direction of the growth and de- 
velopment of a language is imperative. 

Kingdon Meredith. 



